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What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! I hope you all are doing okay. It is a monumental time in history in the U.S. 
I’m hopeful that we will see some major changes in how people of color are treated. It is a 
long road ahead and I don’t want to use my newsletter to give my opinion. I would however 
like to acknowledge what is happening since we don’t live in a bubble, or at least I don’t want 
to! 

The coin market is a little funny right now. Due to the slowing down during the pandemic, 
auctions that normally would have been in the Spring are now taking place this Summer. 
Generally however I think most people are expecting auctions to resume in the Fall. Whether 
those auctions will be solely online or live in rooms remains to be seen. Either way I will be 
active in them. 

Set an appointment with Shanna Schmidt 

I offer Zoom sessions to discuss upcoming auctions, look together with you at high 
resolution photographs and determine bidding levels. I also will happily look at anything in 
my inventory with you. Just email me at shanna@shannaschmidt.com to set up an 
appointment. 
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Now for what's coming up! 

ANA Virtual Programs 

The ANA has been working to bring some of their wonderful seminars to the virtual world 
since the Summer Seminar has been cancelled. Many of these programs are targeted towards 
collectors of U.S. or world coinage but these courses are free and I would urge some of you to 
participate. This is a great time to get a taste of what a seminar would entail through the ANA. 
Some of the two hours courses being offered are: Grading 101 , Detection of Counterfeit and 
Altered Coins, Introduction to Early U.S. Paper Money, The Modern Minting Process and 
more. 

For those of interested in signing up go to this link: 
https://info.monev.org/elearning? 

utm medium=email& hsmi= 8878 s 6 Q 2 & hsenc=p 2 ANqtz- 
8 QEEimvSOsDHDhsK 0 iwPnGCvp iIzsiuxp5sVl2Ul5NhwthOFaCmMqexH7- 
Rx 82 kSQw 7 bitQSKmW 4 v 40 qhQewlXTTDSg&utm content= 8878 s 6 Q 2 &utm source=hs email 


ANA Podcasts 

I’m also thrilled to announce the introduction of a new ANA podcast called “Two Bits”. Here 
is the press release that announced it. I hope you all will support organizations like the ANA 
and the ANS during this time. Both organizations are doing their best to reach out to 
collectors and at no monetary cost. The least we can all do is join these organizations. It is 
well worth the minimal costs. 

"Two Bits,' 1 a new podcast from the American Numismatic Association (ANA), is now 
available on monev.org/podcast . Its hosts, ANA Museum Curator Douglas Mudd and The 
Numismatist author Mitch Sanders, the two discuss wide-ranging topics about numismatics 
and the world of coins and paper currency. 
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In the inaugural episode of "Two Bits," the hosts discuss collecting during the isolation of 
the COVID-19 crisis. They explore the virtues of virtual meetings, online museum exhibits, 
and numisma-tourism, along with other online resources and research tools. Mudd and 
Sanders expect to release a new episode 1-2 times per month. 

Mudd has collected since the age of 10 and is currently interested in ancients, modern paper 
money, WWI and pre-i9th century medals and coins. He was Collection Manager for the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National Numismatic Collection from 1991 to 2004 and has been 
the curator of the ANA’s Money Museum since 2004. Author of numerous numismatic 
lectures, exhibits and publications, he writes a regular column for The Numismatist and has 
been an ANA Summer Seminar instructor since 2002. He is also the author of the NLG award- 
winning book All the Money in the World printed in 2006 by HarperCollins as part of 
Smithsonian books. 

Sanders is the author of the column "Getting Started" in the ANA's Numismatistmagazine. A 
lifelong collector, his numismatic interests range from popular collectibles like Mercury 
dimes and Franklin halves to more esoteric items including Canadian Chartered banknotes 
and Swedish plate money. From 2003 to 2010, he served as a representative of the general 
public on the Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee, and was committee chair from 2005 to 
2009. 

In addition to being accessible on money.org . "Two Bits" also will be available on many 
third-party platforms, including iTunes, Spotify, Anchor FM, iHeartRadio and Google 
Podcasts. 

The American Numismatic Association is a congressionally chartered, nonprofit educational 
organization dedicated to encouraging the study and collection of coins and related items. 
The ANA helps its 28,000 members and the public discover and explore the world of money 
through its vast array of educational and outreach programs, as well as its museum, library, 
publications and conventions. For more information, call (719) 632-2646 or visit monev.org . 


ANS Money Talks and Long Table 

For the last several weeks I have thoroughly enjoyed getting online via Zoom on Fridays at 
noon (CST) to take part in the ANS Long Table discussions. Topics have ranged from an in 
depth discussion on Mark Antony and Cleopatra VII to elaboration on signs of inflation felt 
from ancient to modern times. They are just fantastic and if you read my newsletters 
regularly you will know that I am a big fan of them. You have to be a member to take part but 
if there was ever a better time to join the ANS it would be now! 

The Money Talks series are more presentation-like talks. The next one will be tomorrow (so 
likely not feasible for most of you if you haven’t already signed up) and it will be on Judaean 
coins. Two of the most learned academics in the area, David Hendin and Haim Gitler, will be 
moderating the discussion. Later in the month, on June 27, Len Augsburger, will be 
discussing the Newman Portal. Here is a link to the ANS site for more information on all their 
programs: 

http://numismatics.org/ 


Upcoming Auctions 

There are a few auctions that are coming up that I want to make you all aware of. 
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Naville Numismatics Auction 58 (14 June 2020) 

There are 790 coins in this auction. There are again a nice selection of coins from the E.E. 
Gain-Stefanelli collection. Naville has had many items from this collection over the past 
years. Clain-Stefanelli for those unfamiliar was a husband-wife team that were curators at 
the Smithsonian. They were an influential pair in the world of numismatics and along with 
their curatorial duties they were also prolific collectors. A Clain-Stefanelli pedigree is not a 
rare one to obtain but it is interesting to see the breadth of the coins they had assembled over 
the years. 

Naville sent out a nice write up on this upcoming auction. Here it is below for your benefit: 

It is our pleasure to present Naville Numismatics (NN) Live Auction 58. The auction will close 
on Sunday 14 June 2020,16.00 UK time, at which time the live session will begin. 

Absentee bidders can bid electronically through Naville Numismatics website from the day 
the sale is published online up to the start of the live session. 

The auction features a selection of 790 lots of Greek, Roman, Byzantine coins, all chosen with 
contribution from NAC's experts. 

The sale begins with a selection of coins, including bronzes and fractions, from Magna 
Graecia, Sicily and Greece, some of them from the E.E. Clain-Stefanelli collection sold in 
association with Stacks Bowers Galleries. 

This section of the sale includes coins with important pedigree and offers an attractive series 
of rare and beautiful coins from Neronken, Vetulonia, Frentum, Larinum, Herdonia, Orra, 
Sidis, Sturni, Uxentum, Tarentum, Metapontum, Sybaris, Croton, Agrigentum, 

Cephaloedium, Entella, Eryx, Morgantina, Syracuse, Athens and Corinth, even beyond a 
selection of Alexander III and Hellenistic portraits of Seleucid, Parthic, Sasanian and 
Ptolemaic kings. 

Highlights include a rare decadrachm or 50 Litrae of Syracuse and gold daric of Persia. 

The Roman selection boasts an interesting series of Roman Republican bronzes and a striking 
array of denarii. 

This includes well struck denarius of C. Fonteius, a well preserved denarius of L. Marcius 
Philippus, a good denarius of C. Publicius Malleolus, A. Postumius Sp. f. Albinus and L. 
Metellus, a rare denarius of M. Cato, a scarce variety of a denarius of Mn. Fonteius, a well 
preserved denarius of M. Volteius M.f., a good denarius of I. Caesar and an interesting bronze 
of I. Caesar and C. Clodius 

In this part, there is also an interesting selection of Republican portraits such as I. Caesar, 
Octavian and Marcus Antonius. 

The Imperial selection of the sale features an attractive series of Augustus, a rare sestertius of 
Gaius, a rare sestertius of Nero, an interesting series of sestertii of Vespasian, a scarse 
sestertius of Titus with the Annona on reverse, a well preserved sestertius of Lucius Verus, a 
scarce sestertius of Lucilla (Ex M&M 1965), an hammereded sestertius of Septimius Severus, 
a beautiful denarius of Pupienus, a scarce double sestertius of Gallienus and a solidus of 
Theodosius II, even beyond a selection of solidi, siliquae, denarii, tetradrachms, sestertii, 
dupondii, asses and folles, which includes Tiberius, Gaius, Claudius, Nero, Galba, Vespasian, 
Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Commodus, Septimius Severus, 
Julia Domna, Caracalla, Geta, Elagabalus, Gordian III, Philip I, Philip II, Trajan Decius, 
Diocletian, Maximianus I, Constantius I, Maxinus, Licinius, Constantine I and Constantius II. 

They are also remarkable such as an aureus of Augustus with bull on reverse, an aureus of 
Nero and a solidus of Gratian. 
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The Roman Provincial part of the sale includes a selection from a German collection, some of 
them also from the Dattari collection. 

It is composed of Alexandrine coins from Octavian to Galerius with various types of obols, 
diobols, hemidrachms, and drachms featuring rare portrayals of ancient divinities. 

Naville Numismatics Ltd's partnership with NAC guarantees highly professional numismatic 
service and certifies an unlimited warranty of authenticity for the lots it sells. 


Peus Auction 426 (16-17 June 2020) 

Peus will conduct their 426th auction on the 16-17 of June with 1,641 items. Due to the size of 
the sale it will be over a two day time period. Peus generally has a good selection of pedigreed 
coins to choose from. While most of us in the U.S. are not keen to awaken early in the 
morning to bid I do generally take part in the sales so get in touch soon if you need my help. 


CNG E Auction 470 (17 June 2020) 

CNG has 668 coins in this upcoming sale. This sale has some nice pedigrees available at 
reasonable prices. The opening prices of most pieces are set low to stimulate bidding. My 
recommendation is always to bid what you think the coin is worth since the auction is set up 
so that it is hard to react at the very last second with how the system is set up. I will certainly 
be participating so please get in touch if you have interest in my services. 


Hirsch Auction 357 (18 June 2020) 

Hirsch has 851 coins in this upcoming auction. Hirsch typically has a lot of interesting coins 
to offer but sometimes the photographs are less than desirable. This can be a positive thing 
though on many pieces. For example, I have often been very happy once I receive a coin from 
Hirsch because it usually looks better than the photo. I don’t necessarily advocate for “blind” 
buying but I would urge you to check out the auction because many of these pieces were 
previously in other auctions where the photos are slightly better. For example, lot 17 is a very 
nice piece that comes from a CNG sale in 2008. If I was potentially interested in this piece I 
would likely just go back to the CNG sale and compare the photos. This is often an easy way to 
navigate through the Hirsch sales. No offense meant to Hirsch. They are a great company to 
do business with but I have to say my issues with the photos for your benefit. 


Nomos Auction 20 (10 July 2020) 

There is still plenty of time before this auction takes place, but I wanted to ask if anyone 
wanted a hard copy catalog. I was sent a nice amount and so if you want one please get in 
touch soon. I will wait until the next newsletter to start writing about this auction. 


Updates to Shows and Auctions 


ANA WFOM in Pittsburgh (August 2020) 

At present time 250 people are allowed into all events at the Pittsburgh Convention Center. 
While there has been no definitive decision on the show I expect to have a final answer 
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around June 15 .1 apologize to the numerous people who have reached out to me only to hear 
"nope, no decision yet". My gut feeling is that the show will be hard to do because of the 
pandemic and the obvious restrictions on large gatherings. What I can promise is that there 
will be another ANA and advance preparation will make it safe and very exciting. Sometimes 
we just have to wait for good things! 


Coin of the Week 

Faustina I, wife of Antoninus Pius. Rome, c. 138-9 AD 

AV Aureus, 7-36g (18mm, 7h). FAVSTINA AVG - ANTONINIAVG P P Draped bust r., hair coiled 
on top of head / IVNONI - REGINAE Throne on which is a wreath; in field 1 . and r., peacock 
and basket of fruit. A sceptre rests on throne 

Pedigree: Ex NAC 49, 2008, B.d.B, 256. Privately purchased in 1950. From the Biaggi 
collection and published there and in Calico 

References: C 233 var. (different obverse legend). BMC A Pius 44. RICA. Pius 332. Calico 1792 (this 
coin). Biaggi 825 (this coin). 

Grade: Metal flaw on cheek, otherwise reddish highlights and nicely struck. aEF 

Price: $11,500.00 

reil33 
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Buy Coin 


Annia Galeria Faustina, remembered in history as Faustina Sr., was the wife of the 
“philosopher” Roman emperor Antoninus Pius. Everything in Roman marriages were pre¬ 
arranged for purposes of furthering the line of descent. Faustina, whose brother M. Annius 
Verus, was to be the father of the future emperor Marcus Aurelius. Hadrian, Antoninius’ 
predecessor, adopted Marcus Aurelius at his behest. 

Faustina died at the age of 40 very early on in Pius’ reign but her memory prominently held a 
place throughout his tenure as emperor. Faustina had four children, two boys and two girls, 
during her marriage. Her two sons died as infants and one daughter died only five short years 
after her own death. Her remaining biological daughter, Faustina Junior, later became the 
wife of the emperor Marcus Aurelius. 

Faustina Senior is remembered as a generous woman who involved herself in charitable 
activities, such as childhood education specifically geared toward young girls. Oftentimes a 
peacock is associated with Faustina. The symbolism this suggests vision, royalty, 
spirituality, awakening, guidance, protection and watchfulness. These traits are aligned with 
Faustina’s character. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/faustina-i-wife-of-antoninus-pius- 

rome-c-i38-9-ad?rq=rell33 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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